
         
 

 
2015 Scheduling Guidelines (March 16 – May 29, 2015) 

Maine Educational Assessment (MEA) in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy 
(A test developed by the Smarter Balanced consortium) 

 
Computer Adaptive  
The MEA mathematics and ELA/Literacy online assessments include both a Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) 
component and a Performance Task component with accompanying Classroom Activity. Items might include videos 
or audio, PowerPoint slides, or interactive test questions. In the adaptive portion of the online assessments, the 
questions (often referred to as items) are chosen for each student so that the test is neither too hard nor too easy. 
ADAPTIVE is what makes the CAT different from other traditional tests by making the test unique for every student.  
The CAT assessments automatically adjust to fit the ability level demonstrated by a student. The computer looks at a 
student’s response to an item to see if it was answered correctly. And, quickly, along with the test’s blueprint 
requirements, the computer programming selects the next question. By adapting to the student as the assessment 
is taking place, these assessments present an individually tailored set of questions to each student and can quickly 
identify which skills students have mastered. 
 
Performance Task 
In addition to the CAT portion of the assessment, the 2015 MEA tests in English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics include Performance Tasks (PT). Performance tasks measure a student’s ability to integrate knowledge 
and skills across multiple standards — a key component of college-and-career readiness. Performance tasks will be 
used to better measure capacities such as depth of understanding, research skills, and complex analysis, which 
cannot be adequately assessed with stand-alone selected or constructed-response items. Many of the items 
contained in the performance tasks require students to provide an extended written response that will be hand-
scored. The performance task is not adaptive and is administered separately from the CAT portion of the 
assessment. 
 
A PT is made up of a classroom activity and an individually administered, computer-generated task. The classroom 
activity is designed to provide students with needed context before they engage in the performance task.  It takes 
place before the student engages in the performance task, is not scored, and does not have special technology 
requirements. Classroom activities should be administered by a teacher, and it is preferable—but not essential—that 
the teacher or TA administering the classroom activity has content knowledge in the area of the assessment. 
Classroom activities have been designed to last 30 minutes, but the amount of time needed will vary due to the 
complexity of the topic and individual student needs.  
 
The ELA/Literacy PT is designed to be completed over TWO sessions, and the Mathematics PT is designed to be 
completed during ONE single session. 
 
  

Scheduling Guidelines for MEA Math & ELA/Literacy 
Updated 1/6/15 



         
 
THE ALLOWABLE TESTING WINDOW IS FROM MARCH 16 TO MAY 29. 
Addendum 1/6/15: To support optimal performance and comparability across states, the states of the Smarter 
Balanced consortium have recommended that students in grades 3-8 not begin the test until they have completed 
at least 66% of the school’s annual instructional days, and that students in grade 11 (3rd year of high school) not 
begin the test until they have completed at least 80% of the school’s annual instructional days.  The first possible 
testing dates, based on that recommendation, would therefore depend on your school’s 2014-15 calendar.  
Following that recommendation would mean, however, that the start date at the high school would likely be 
considerably later than March 16. 
 
Scheduling Information 
When developing a testing schedule, use the estimated testing times to calculate the number of days and the 
amount of time it will take to complete an assessment in each content area and grade level.  
These estimates do not account for any time needed to start computers, load secure browsers, and log in 
students. Nor do they account for breaks. Teacher/Test Administrators should work with School Test Coordinators to 
determine precise testing schedules. 
 

 
Content Area Grades 

Computer 
Adaptive Test 
(CAT) items 
hrs : mins 

Performance 
Task (PT) 
hrs : mins 

Total 
hrs : mins 

Classroom 
Activity 

(administered 
prior to the 

PT)* 
hrs : mins 

Total 
hrs : mins 

English 
Language 
Arts/Literacy  

3–5 1: 30 2:00 3:30 :30 4:00 

6–8 1:30 2:00 3:30 : 30 4:00 

HS 2:00 2:00 4:00 : 30 4:30 

Mathematics 

3–5 1:30 1:00 2:30 : 30 3:00 

6–8 2:00 1:00 3:00 : 30 3:30 

HS 2:00 1:30 3:30 : 30 4:00 

Both 

3–5 3:00 3:00 6:00 1:00 7:00 

6–8 3:30 3:00 6:30 1:00 7:30 

HS 4:00 3:30 7:30 1:00 8:30 
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Sequence 
The Smarter Balanced consortium recommends that students take the PT and the CAT portions of the assessment 
on separate days in the following sequence: 

1. Begin with the CAT portion of the assessment 
2. Classroom activity 
3. Performance task 

The PT and CAT portions of the assessment may be administered in a different order, if necessary.  However, the 
classroom activity, which is designed to provide needed context for the PT must be occur prior to the administration 
of the PT. 
 
ELA CAT Items Classroom Activity Performance Task (PT)  
Number and 
Duration of 
Sessions  

Recommendations: 
• No fewer than two 

sessions (recommended) 
and no more than six 
sessions (rare/ extreme).  

• Session durations range 
from 40–60 minutes. 

Recommendations:  
• Administer in one session 
• Approximate session 

duration: 30 minutes  
• Should occur one to three 

days prior to PT 
• Should NOT occur on the 

same day as the ELA PT 

The PT is presented in two parts.  
Recommendations:  
• Administer in two sessions 

corresponding to Parts 1 and 
2 of the PT. 

• Session durations range 
from 60–120 minutes.  

Breaks 
within 
Sessions  

Breaks can be provided during the 
test sessions using the software’s 
pause feature. If the test is paused 
for more than 20 minutes, the 
student will not be able to go back 
to items on the previous screens.  NA 

The PT is presented in two parts. 
Students can take breaks within 
Parts 1 and 2; however, once a 
student moves to Part 2, he or she 
will not be able to review or revise 
items in Part 1. 
• Recommendation: Students 

complete Part 1 in one test 
session and Part 2 the next 
school day. 

Total 
Duration  

Once a student has started the CAT 
items, they will be available for 45 
days, but not after May 29.  
• Recommendation: Student 

completes this portion within 
five days of starting.  

NA 

Once a student has started the PT, 
it will be available for 10 days, but 
not after May 29. 
• Recommendation: Student 

completes each part of the 
PT within one day. 
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Mathematics CAT Items Classroom Activity  Performance Task (PT) 
Number and 
Duration of 
Sessions 

Recommendations: 
• Administered in two 

sessions.  
• Session durations range 

from 40–60 minutes.  
Most students will complete the 
CAT items in two sessions of 60 
minutes or less or one long 
session of more than 60 minutes. 

Recommendations:  
• Administered in one session 
• Approximate session 

duration: 30 minutes  
• Should occur as close to the 

PT as is feasible, and no 
more than three days prior 
to the PT 

• MAY occur on the same day 
as the PT  

Recommendations:  
• Administered in one 

session. 
• Session duration ranges 

from 40–120 minutes. 

Breaks within 
Sessions 

Breaks can be provided during 
the test sessions using the 
software’s pause feature. If the 
test is paused for more than 20 
minutes, the student will not be 
able to go back to items on the 
previous screens.  

NA 

Students can take breaks during 
PT test sessions. Mathematics PT 
items are presented on a single 
screen. Following a break, the 
student will have access to the 
same items.  

Total Duration Once a student has started the 
CAT items, they will be available 
for 45 days, but not after May 29.  
• Recommendation: Student 

completes this portion 
within five days of starting 
it.  

NA 

Once a student has started the 
PT, it will be available for 10 days, 
but not after May 29.  
• Recommendation: Student 

completes the PT in one 
day. 
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Additional Required Resources (Headphones, Scratch Paper, Calculators) 

 
1. English Language Arts 

a. CAT 
i. Headphones are required for the listening portion of the ELA assessment and for students 

requiring text-to-speech 
ii. Scratch paper should be provided for note taking if necessary 

b. PT 
i. Headphones are required for the listening portion of the ELA assessment and for students 

requiring text-to-speech 
ii. Scratch paper should be provided for note taking if necessary 

2. Mathematics 
a. CAT 

i. Headphones are required for students requiring text-to-speech and for students requiring 
Audio Glossaries 

ii. An embedded calculator will be available for some mathematics items in grade 6 and above 
iii. Scratch paper is required for all grades 
iv. Graph paper is also required for Grade 6 and above 

b. PT 
i. Headphones are required for students requiring text-to-speech and for students requiring 

text-to-speech and for students requiring Audio Glossaries 
ii. An embedded calculator will be available for all mathematics PT items in grade 6 and above 
iii. Scratch paper is required for all grades 
iv. Graph paper is also required for Grade 6 and above 
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